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[See CAU 10/04/89 for a summary of coverage on the events of the attempted coup occurring on
Oct. 3.] Oct. 4: In New York, Panama's provisional president Francisco Rodriguez said that the
government has proof of US involvement in the attempted coup. The evidence, he said, includes
photographs of troops and tanks close to the area where the fighting occurred. Rodriguez said the
US Southern Command mobilized military personnel and blocked access routes to the Panamanian
Defense Forces (PDF) headquarters and barracks. According to the president, there is no dissent
within the PDF. He said the uprising was perpetrated by a minority group "incited by the US."
Rodriguez denied that Gen. Manuel Antonio Noriega had been captured by the rebel soldiers
for any length of time. Finally, the president called on the US to cease "military and economic
aggression against Panama. Pro-government daily newspaper Critica reported that among the
wounded in the Tuesday's fighting was Lt.Col. Nivaldo Madrinan Aponte, director general of the
National Investigations Department (DNI). Critica said one of the rebel leaders was killed, but
did not mention his name. Classes at the University of Panama were suspended. According to
PDF Lt.Col. Arnulfo Castrejon, Gen. Noriega was held hostage for four hours on Oct. 3, before
rebel troops released him under threat from loyalist troops. Castrejon said the US instigated the
rebellion. Panamanian officials said 10 rebel soldiers died, including the leader Maj. Moises Giroldi
Vera, who headed the elite Urraca barracks battalion. Military sources said five rebel soldiers
fled to a nearby US military base. US military officers told reporters that an unspecified number
of Panamanians had asked for asylum. According to Notimex, a large number of high-ranking
and mid-level officers, privates and policemen were arrested in connection with the failed coup.
Included was state security chief Col. Guillermo Wong. Lt.Col. Carlos Arozamena told reporters
that among the rebel soldiers who died were Maj. Giroldi, and Capts. Edgardo Sandoval, Juan Arza
and Leon Tejeda. In addition, three rebels were wounded, 37 arrested, and five deserted. According
to Arozamena, 18 loyalist soldiers were wounded. Soldiers arrested included 1st Lt. Jorge Bonilla,
2nd Lts. Francisco Concepcion and Ismael Rodriguez, Col. Julio Ow Young, Maj. Jose A. Pajaro, and
Lt.Col. Armando Palacio. Arozamena said one of the five seeking US protection at Fort Clayton was
coup leader Capt. Javier Licona. Later, a PDF spokesperson, Maj. Edgardo Lopez, said Licona and
another coup leader had taken refuge at Fort Clayton. Deputy Foreign Minister Norberto Tejada
told 3,000 cheering Noriega supporters in Panama City that he would formally accuse the US in
international forums of sponsoring the uprising. The whereabouts of civilian opposition leaders,
including former opposition presidential candidate Guillermo Endara, remained unknown on Oct.
4. Reporters were unable to confirm a rumor that Endara had fled the country. Local press sources
cited by Prensa Latina reported that US soldiers backed by tanks blocked access routes to several
PDF units in an attempt to obstruct deployment of loyalist Panamanian troops. About 100 US troops
were seen blocking passage on the Pan-American highway, the only overland route linking the
capital with the interior. Daily newspaper Critica reported that US soldiers supported by tanks
and other hardware were observed at the highest point of Loma Cova. Unidentified witnesses told
Prensa Latina that US troops supported by tanks blocked access to Fort Amador. Local newspapers
published reports of overflights of the PDF headquarters and government buildings by US military
aircraft, including helicopters and A-37 planes, for several hours on Tuesday. Oct. 5: Armed men
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in civilian dress surrounded the office where Guillermo Endara was engaged in a hunger strike.
They dispersed supporters and reporters gathered outside by firing into the air and by hitting them
with rubber hoses. The men did not enter the building, nor did they arrest Endara. The doors of the
building remained closed with Endara inside. In a televised speech, Noriega said he had evidence
the US planned to install Endara as president after the coup. Regarding Endara, he said, "This
hunger-striking buffoon sneaks out to eat (Tuesday) so he can be well fed when he takes over the
presidency. But he's screwed." The civilian opposition has denied any role in the coup attempt.
[According to AP, Endara said he was drinking only water, taking prescribed medicine and eating
only the wafer of Mass, but that he appeared healthy when reporters interviewed him at his office.]
Noting that US troops stood by and watched as the rebellion failed, Noriega said the United States
"left its agents in the lurch." According to the general, the failed coup was another Bay of Pigs for
Washington: "They mistakenly believed that everyone has a price and that everyone is a traitor."
Noriega spoke from Santiago (Veraguas province). He also announced a new series of measures
to ensure "stability and patriotism." He said he was preparing a list of "treacherous officials" who
will be replaced by members of the Dignity Battalions. Ministers who disapprove will be asked to
leave the government. The general added that the broadcast licenses of the radio and television
stations who aired the rebels' proclamation on Tuesday would be canceled. According to statements
by Authentic Liberal Party (PALA) spokespersons late on Thursday, Endara was taken from the
party's offices by about 20 armed state security agents. But he was immediately released through
the efforts of the papal nuncio in Panama, Msgr. Sebastian Laboa, Spain's ambassador to Panama,
Tomas Lozano. PALA and a Christian Democrat party spokesperson said Endara was now in a "safe
place." According to PALA, the attackers threw tear gas canisters into the building, and destroyed
windows and doors with metal bars. A few hours earlier, a group of armed men forced their way in
and abducted three of Endara's assistants. AP reported that the office had been surrounded earlier
in the day and Endara held a sign up to the window to inform reporters he considered himself to
be under arrest. But the uniformed troopers and security agents in civilian clothes left for a time
before returning. Opposition leader and former vice presidential candidate Ricardo Arias Calderon
told reporters that the the Civic Opposition Democratic Alliance (ADOC) had no contact with the
rebel soldiers "before, during or after" the attempted coup. He said members of the opposition were
in contact with "several Latin American presidents" and foreign ministers during the fighting to
inform them of ADOC's "demand that they act with clarity and firmness to call for or require the
immediate commencement of democracy in Panama." Speaking to a group of nearly 100 reporters,
Arias said that the insurgents did not have a political objective, although they expressed support for
the provisional government of President Francisco Rodriguez. Arias did not comment on whether
the US Southern Command had participated in Tuesday's events. In an early evening report,
Notimex cited an unidentified European intelligence chief and other European sources on details
regarding what happened Tuesday morning inside the PDF headquarters and barracks after the
rebels launched their attack. During the first two hours of the insurrection, said the intelligence
chief, Noriega sat in an office and was not constrained in any fashion by the insurgents. Meanwhile,
the general called out insults and epithets. Noriega was apparently waiting for reinforcements to
arrive at the compound. At about 9 a.m., the general walked out of the building, pushing soldiers
out his way. He then climbed aboard an armored vehicle to take charge of the counterattack. No one
tried to stop him, said the source. US Southern Command troops limited themselves to blocking
access to the headquarters and to the Pan-American highway to impede the arrival of troops from
Colon and the interior of the country. Notimex's unidentified intelligence sources said the rebels
had requested that Southern Command chief Gen. Mark Cisneros give orders to his troops not to
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intervene since the uprising was internal to the Panamanian military. The Command was requested
only to set up roadblocks. Next, the sources said that because communications were interrupted
and the Southern Command was unable to determine what was happening inside the compound.
To remedy this situation, the Command dispatched two helicopters to conduct reconnaissance
over the headquarters. US troops did not block the highway connecting the headquarters with the
international airport, enabling the arrival of Battalion 2000 units, based in Tocumen. The European
sources said mid-level officers were unhappy because pro-Noriega officers occupied high command
posts and obstructed promotions. From San Jose, Costa Rica, Notimex interviewed Lt. Jose de Jesus
Martinez, described as a staunch Noriega ally. The lieutenant said that at no time was Noriega ever
a prisoner, but merely confined to the PDF general command offices. He added that the general was
waiting for the arrival of reinforcements, but they had been delayed by US troops who had blocked
access routes to the headquarters compound. In Washington, Sen. Jesse Helms told members of the
Senate that Washington was caught up in a "tragic paralysis," and had lost the opportunity to detain
Noriega during the attempted coup. Secretary of Defense Richard Cheney said earlier that the
Panamanian rebel officers had refused to hand Noriega over to the US. Helms dismissed Cheney's
statement. Helms said his sources had informed him that Maj. Moises Giroldi was executed by
Noriega himself. Next, the senator claimed his sources told him that Noriega was detained for five
hours by the rebels in at the PDF headquarters, and that they had requested US assistance to take
the general to the United States. When the Southern Command contacted Washington about this
development, said Helms, no decision was made. Cheney replied that Helms' version of events
was basically false. The Secretary explained that the situation was confused, and US officers in
Panama received contradictory reports. In addition, the main actors in the rebellion were suspect
because some of them had been major participants in quashing an earlier uprising. [Basic data from
numerous reports by Notimex, AP, AFP, Xinhua, 10/04-05/89; Prensa Latina (Cuba), 10/04/89]
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